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A holiday surprise
from SHELTER
SENSE-we're
growing to 10
issues a year! See
special editorial on
page 18 for details.

The warning form:
investigations tool
by Tim Greyhavens,
Field Investigator,
HSUS Great Lakes
Region.

A Publication for Animal Sheltering and Control Personnel

A

written warning form can be an important piece of evidence in
proving cruelty in court.

A properly designed form can show not only that a person was
aware of a possible violation of the law, but also that the
person was mentally culpable, or deserving blame, in allowing the
violation to continue. Both points can be essential in the
successful prosecution of animal abuse cases.

Cruelty statutes vary widely from state to state, and many cities
or counties have their own ordinances which can restrict or
broaden the scope of the law. For example, nearly half of the
states require that a cruel act to animals must have been
committed maliciously or willfully, while the other states do not
have any qualifications of the intent of the cruelty. In cases
where the intent of the act must be proven, malice or culpability
is a primary ingredient of the crime in the court's view and must
be demonstrated.
Continued on next page

However, the courts have sometimes gone beyond the wording of the
law in order to protect the rights of the individual. New York's
Agriculture and Market Laws, which contain the cruelty-to-animals
provisions, do not specifically require any proof of culpability
in prosecuting inhumane treatment of animals. But in People v.
O'Rourke (83 Misc. 2d 175, 180, 369 N. Y.S. 2d 335, 341), New York
City's Criminal Court stated that: "Although the statute does
not contain words requiring culpability, unless there is a clear
legislative intent to impose strict liability, a criminal statute
should be construed as requiring mental culpability. "

In this case, a hansom cab driver was charged with driving a
limping horse, and evidence was introduced in court that showed
"the horse was not given the proper medical attention to alleviate
the pain." The court, however, ruled the mere act of driving a
lame or sore horse was not prohibited by the law, and that to be
in violation of the section, a person must be shown to have
purposely intended to drive the horse in spite of its pain.

In many instances, this ruling would have been enough to have the
case dismissed, but the ASPCA investigator in charge was able to
prove the culpability of the driver by showing that he had
previously warned the driver that the limping horse should not be
driven. Therefore, the driver was reasonably aware of his
actions when he again drove the horse on the following day.

By using a warning form to notify the cab driver of a possible
violation of the law, the investigator removed any probable doubt
that the driver was not informed of both the nature of the law and
the condition of the horse. A warning form can also show such
things as a specific amount of time needed to correct an
inadequate condition or the exact elements of a condition to be
corrected. More important, the form can show that the
investigator gave reasonable notice about a violation before
taking any legal action.
A well-designed warning form should have at least eight specific
components: 1) a brief statement of the law and the penalties
provided for its violation; 2) the exact condition to be
corrected and the length of time allowed to make the correction;
3) a description of the animals involved; 4) the date and time;
5) location; 6) the investigator's name and badge number or other
identification; 7) the name and phone number of your organization;
and 8) a space for the owner of the animals to sign showing
receipt of the warning.
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The forms should be printed on carbonless duplicating paper for
easy use, and they should be in triplicate (one for the person
being warned, one for your name file, and one for a numerical
file of the forms).

The written warning form can be an important tool for any
investigator. It demonstrates the authority of the investigator,
and it shows that the primary concern is for the care of the
animals involved. And, if it is necessary to take legal action
against the party, the warning form can sometimes mean the
difference between a dismissal on a technicality and a successful
prosecution. •

WARNING
VIOLATION OF ANIMAL CRUEL TV LAW
YOU ARE CONTRIBUTING TO OR ALLOWING TO EXIST
A CONDITION(S) WHICH MAY BE IN VIOLATION OF THE
STATE CRUELTY TO ANIMALS LAW, OHIO REVISED CODE
959,13. FOR THE SAFETY OF YOUR ANIMAL(S), AND
TO PREVENT ANY LEGAL ACTION, PLEASE CORRECT THE
CONDITION(S) DESCRIBED BELOW WITHIN
Deprival of necessary food or water
Insufficient shelter from the weather
Unsanitary or unhealthful confinement
Illness or other health problem which
requires veterinary treatment

FAILURE TO COMPLY WITH THIS WARNING MAY RESULT
IN A COURT SUMMONS OR A WARRANT FOR YOUR ARREST.
CRUELTY TO ANIMAL LAW CONVICTIONS ARE PUNISHABLE
BY A FINE OF UP TO $1000 OR NOT MORE THAN SIX
MONTHS IN JAIL.
Time: ----------Date: --------Ani ma 1 (s):

---------------------Location: ---------------------Officer: ----------------------Owner' s signature: -----------------

PLEASE CONTACT OUR OFFICE WITHIN 24 HOURS IF
YOU HAVE ANY QUESTIONS ABOUT THIS WARNING.
0

z

ATHENS COUNTY
HUMANE SOCIETY
592 - 6047

P.
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Special
announcement

"People & Animals: A Humane Education Curriculum Guide" is a new
resource now available from HSUS's National Association for the
Advancement of Humane Education.

The US Drug Enforcement Administration has now informed HSUS that
Beuthanasia-D Special (which we reported on in the August SHELTER
SENSE) is subject to the same federal regulations for record
keeping and storage as sodium pentobarbital, except that
Beuthanasia-D Special may be purchased without the use of the
federal order form that is required for sodium pentobarbital.

The guide is the product of three years of research and field
testing by the NAAHE staff and professional educators and humane
society representatives from throughout the US and Canada. The
guide presents animal issues and information in the form of
specific activities that teachers can include in their daily
lesson plans.

DEA also says that shelters should check their state drug
purchase and use laws, since many states now have applicable
regulations. Beuthanasia-D Special is marketed by Burns-Biotec
Laboratories, Inc. , PO Box 3133, Omaha, NE 68103.
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Best of all for teachers, the activities are directly related to
subjects they must teach -- language arts, social studies, math
and health/science.

T

he Erie County SPCA (205 Ensminger Rd. , Tonawanda, NY 14150)
has published a booklet titled "Pet Owner's First Aid Manual:
What You Need to Know About Emergency Care for Your Pet." The
booklet provides the concerned animal owner with simple
instructions for emergency care. Dr. Michael Fox of HSUS's
Institute for the Study of Animal Problems reviewed this booklet
and found it informative.

One copy of the booklet is $1. 07. If you're interested in ordering
quantities to hand out or sell at your shelter, let the SPCA know
how many you'll need and they will send you a quantity price.

Have you received your copy of the Community Relations Manual for
Your Shelter yet? This free manual has been sent to nearly 3,000
animal shelters and agencies throughout the country. Developed
by the Pets Are Wonderful Council in cooperation with HSUS and
American Humane Association, the manual gives community resources,
successful shelter case histories and practical suggestions for
better community relations.

Five categories are included in the manual: pet adoption, pet
registration, fund raising, humane education and community
relations. Each year, the manual will be updated with new case
histories. This information will be gathered through another
PAW program introduced in the manual--the Shelter Awards program.
Shelters are invited to send information on their best promotions,
and winners will be announced next April.

The manual also introduces the Pets Are Wonderful gift
certificate. Included are step-by-step guidelines for starting
the PAW gift certificate program, with publicity suggestions, a
fill-in-the-blanks press release and reproducible artwork. If
you haven't received your copy of the manual yet, write Pets Are
Wonderful, 500 N. Michigan Ave., Suite 200, Chicago, IL 60611 or
call 312-836-7145. (Limit one copy per shelter.)

Illustration from
"People & Animals."

For example, in discussing pet animals, the guide presents the
concept that "The factors considered in pet selection can affect
the welfare of the animal selected. " The math activity suggested
for first and second graders is to have them arrange pictures of
animals by each animal's size to identify which animal needs the
most living space and which needs the least. This activity
teaches the children about animals' needs and provides the
teacher with an interesting way to approach the idea of "more
than/less than. "

The guide is divided into four levels, with Level A for preschool
and kindergarten children, Level B for grades 1 and 2, Level C
for grades 3 and 4 and Level D for grades 5 and 6. The four
books are inserted into a handsome binder. The price for the
guide is $ 25 for one copy -- 5-9 copies are $20 each, 10 or more
copies are $15. One California animal control agency purchased
a bulk order of copies to distribute at the local school system
and reports that the teachers were delighted to have the material.
If you've been trying to introduce humane education to your local
schools, buy a copy (or several) of "People and Animals: A
Humane Education Curriculum Guide" to give to the teachers. This
guide brings new professionalism to humane education.
Send your orders to NAAHE, Box 362, East Haddam, CT 06423. A
brochure is available free on request. NAAHE members enjoy a 10%
discount on the price of the guide -- NMHE will send you
complete details on their membership program.
Veterinarian A.W. McNicoll is marketing a braided polypropylene
leash for moving animals about in the kennel. Capital Area
Humane Society in Columbus, OH, uses these leashes regularly and
reports that they are very effective. Three leashes are $11,
seven are $21.

For literature and an order form, write A.W. McNicoll, DVM, 4611
Elida Rd., Lima, OH 45807; telephone (419) 331-2651.
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GIFT CERTIFICATE
FOR A NEW FRIEND!

TO: _____________

l!::::��'!j[JJ__ FROM: ____________
This certificate is redeemable for a:
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AT: _________-=-�-c--
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"101 Radio Spots" is a new publication available for $15 from
Animal-Kind, Inc. (1627 Main, Kansas City, MO 64108). The
publication gives scripts for 101 radio public service
announcements--you retype with your organization's name and ask
your local radio station to use them. The booklet also includes
pointers on working with radio stations for maximum publicity
for your organization.
Continued on next page
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Our youthful counterpart, Kind magazine, has just written to
animal welfare organizations and animal control agencies asking
for their help in encouraging more young people to subscribe to
.Kind. They're calling this effort The Kind Cooperative Outreach
Program. Kind is offering to pay each organization/agency 50¢
for each $4 subscription to Kind they get. In other words, if
you got 200 subscriptions, you'd make $100. That's $100 you
could use to buy a filmstrip or paint the truck. If you don't
receive a letter from Kind, drop them a line. It's the same
address as SHELTER SEN�
HSUS has a supply of a pamphlet titled "Quiet: Man's Best Friend, "
which explains how to break a dog's barking habit humanely. The
pamphlet was produced as a joint project of HSUS, National League
of Cities and the Environmental Protection Agency. We can send you
up to 100 copies free -- write on your organization's letterhead
and request "Quiet: Man's Best Friend. " (HSUS, 2100 L St. , NW,
Washington, DC 20037)

SHEL�EB SENSE
Reproducible
A continuing feature to
provide animal control
agencies and humane
societies with material
that will help educate
the public on
community animal
control and responsible
pet ownership.

I

Will you be home during the
day to feed the puppy
regular meals and to train
it properly?

SHELTER SENSE has received information from the companies listed
below about products of possible interest to animal shelters.
This information is provided as an information service to our
readers and does not consititue an endorsement of the products. . .

Are you prepared to
exercise your puppy at
least twice a day on a regular
schedule? And to obey the
leash and license laws in
our town?

Pet crematories - Crawford Equipment and Engineering Co. , PO Box
13243, Orlando, FL 32809.

Ken-Kage stainless steel cages, water bowls and holders, cage
card holders, other kennel equipment - Equipment from Suburban
Surgical Co. , Inc. , 574 S. Wheeling Rd. , Wheeling, IL 60090
(toll-free telephone, 800-323-7366). Equipment leasing plan
available through Trans Leasing International, 3000 Dundee Rd. ,
Northbrook, IL 60062 (toll-free telephone, 800-323-1180). •

Job
announcements
Job ads for the
February issue must be
received in writing
before December 30.
Limit to 25 words plus
your address.
Only SHELTER SENSE
subscribers
may advertise.

WANTED - Accredited humane society in northern California seeks
experienced and creative educator with administrative
capabilities. New education complex now under construction.
Excellent salary and benefits. Contact Diane Allevato, Ex. Dir. ,
Marin Humane Society, 171 Bel Marin Keys Blvd., Novato, CA 94947.
WANTED - Supervisor for city animal shelter, soon to be rebuilt
into county facility. Salary - $ 20, 000 plus benefits. Requires
experience in managing an animal control facility. Contact Mr.
Ken Miller, Parks Department , Ogden City Corporation, Ogden, UT
84401 (801-399-8284).

WANTED - 1) Shelter Director. To conduct all phases of humane
shelter operations. Business administration/management
background required. Salary commensurate with experience.
2) Veterinary Technician. Certified Animal Technician, associate
degree. Salary commensurate with experience. Send resumes to
E. S. Mayer, Norfolk SPCA, 519 Carlisle Way, Norfolk, VA 23505.

POS IT ION WANTED - Manager. Twenty years experience in successful
management of both large and small humane organizations. Also
have had experience as a national field consultant. Warren Cox,
N. 8506 Hill'n Dale, Spokane, WA 99 207. Call collect 509-487-2241.
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POS IT ION WANTED - College graduate seeking permanent position in a
progressive shelter. Resume and references supplied upon request.
Position in the western part of the US preferred. Contact Mickie
Houge, 830 Third St. , SW, Minot, ND 58701 (701-838-49 22). a

Before you start
looking for a puppy,
take a good, long look
at yourself.

I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I

I
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Will you pay for
shots, exams,
emergency treatment
and neutering? (There is a
serious pet overpopulation
problem in our ·town-it's your
responsibility not to add to it!)
Are you prepared to be a companion to
your pet when your pet needs you and
not just at your own convenience?

MAKE SURE YOU REALLY WANT A
PET -BEFORE YOU BRING ONE HOME.
(this space for your
organization's name
and address)

Prepared by The Humane Society of the United States for animal welfare
groups and animal control agencies.

The message above can be clipped out and reproduced in quantity by your local
printer for you to distribute at schools, shopping centers, libraries and other
community locations. Remember to add your organization's name, address, and
telephone number in the space by typing, typesetting or affixing your group
letterhead. You can also purchase advertising space in your local newspapers
for the reproducible or use it in your organization's newsletter. •
DEC '81/SHEL�EB. SEl'ITSE/7

Society sued for
adopting out;
allegedly vicious
dog
Information provided
by Roger Kindler,
HSUS Associate
General Counsel.

S

helter managers and
careful notice of a
courts, concerning the
out animals that later

local society officers will want to take
lawsuit, currently in the New York State
potential liability of shelters that adopt
cause injury.

When strays are adopted out, it is especially important that
these precautions be taken because their backgrounds are unknown.
You will be acting in everyone's best interests--protecting the
public and fulfilling yeur caretaking responsibility toward the
animal by ensuring that it is suited for adoption and will have a
secure future in its new home.

The Chemung County Humane Society ("CCHS") in Elmira, NY, was
recently sued by Pauline and Thomas Morrell who adopted a
Dalmation breed dog from CCHS in 1980. The Morrells claimed
that sometime after they took the dog home, it attacked and bit
Mrs. Morrell. As a result, Mrs. Morrell sued CCHS for $150,000
for various injuries she allegedly sustained; Mr. Morrell claimed
an additional $25,000 for loss of his wife's services.

Another aspect of the case is that CCHS's insurance company denied
liability coverage over the incident, a denial which has been
upheld by a New York court. CCHS will not only have to pay out of
its own assets any damages awarded to the Morrells but has also
had to hire its own attorneys instead of being able to rely on the
insurance company's legal resources.

The Morrells specifically alleged that CCHS was negligent in
failing to explore the background and characteristics of the dog
sold to them and in failing to inform the Morrells of the vicious
nature of the dog; in refusing to divulge to them the name of the
previous owner of the animal so that they could explore the
animal's background; in misleading them by representing in writing
that the animal was "good with children", thus suggesting it was
not vicious; and in selling them a dog which they knew or had
reason to know was vicious.

HSUS recommends, therefore, that local societies and shelters
seek written clarification from their liability insurance
carriers if there is any doubt as to whether their current
policies would cover similar claims.

We appreciate CCHS's sharing the story of the law suit with us we have a lot to learn from their experience. •
RELEASE, WA IVER AND D ISCLOSURE

Since the case has yet to be tried, and since there are several
difficult factual issues (for example, whether CCHS made any such
representations and whether Mrs. Morrell may have provoked the
attack), CCHS's ultimate liability has yet to be determined.
However, there are a couple of steps which humane societies and
shelters can take to avoid such suits in the first place.

I,

(print name)
declare that I am aware:

1) That animals are different from human beings
in their response to human actions;

First, adoption contracts should contain language making clear
that the society or shelter makes no representations or guarantees
about an animal's temperament. Such contracts should also release
the society or shelter from any liability for future injuries
caused by the animal. Alternatively, a document of release,
separate from the adoption contract, can be prepared for the
adopting party to sign. The form at the end of this article
includes suggested language for such a release; however, your
attorney should be consulted so that the language can be
tailored to be as effective as possible under state or local law.

2) That the actions of animals are often
unpredictable; and

3) That the (name of organization) makes no
claims or representations as to the behavior
or temperament of animals put up for adoption.
I hereby accept possession and title of the animal
identified by the case number--,-----' at my own
risk, and hereby release and waive any right against
the (name of organization) which I may have now or
in the future for any damages to person or property
caused by said animal.

Second, once such language is in place in the adoption contract,
or a separate document has been drawn up and is in use, shelter
employees should avoid making oral representations about an
animal which might contradict or qualify the written release,
waiver and disclosure.
Third, even with these documents in use, your staff should make
sure that animals to be adopted have sound temperaments. If
there is an indication of a history of biting, the animal should
not be adopted.
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Many shelters have "pet profile" forms for people giving up
animals to fill out. The forms ask about the animal's habits,
fears, likes and dislikes and other factors. However, well
meaning owners who want their animals to get new homes may not be
entirely honest in filling out these forms. For this reason, a
shelter staff member who knows a great deal about animal behavior
should spend at least a half-hour with each animal to be adopted petting it, playing with it, feeding it and checking its response
to basic training measures. If the animal is aggressive or
fearful, its suitability as a pet should be questioned.

, the undersigned do

Dated: ------ Signature:
Witness:
Case#:

Itiems ...

T

ri-Lakes Humane Society (PO Box 4, Saranac Lake, NY 12983)
reports that the village of Saranac Lake has reinstated the
leash law after a year and a half without one. The law was put
back on the books because of the increased number of complaints
about dogs running in packs, tearing open trash and annoying
people.
When licensed free-roaming dogs are picked up, their owners are
required to appear in the village court. The minimum fine is
$50. Owners claiming unlicensed animals from the shelter are
required to pay an impoundment fee, buy a license and appear in
court.

Continued on next page
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Training

"Prior to attending the Academy, I was doubtful about staying in
the animal control field. But after attending two weeks of
classes and then three days of the euthanasia classes, I realize
I'm not alone in this field. Other men and women face the same
problems. Someday, through the efforts of humane societies and
ACO's, we will remedy them."

Form letters

That's what one animal control officer commented after attending
HSUS's Animal Control Academy. The Academy sessions for 1982
have been scheduled--put them on your calendar now:

A dog which appears to belong to this residence has been
complained against or seen running at large. According to the
City of Marshall's leash law ordinance, such conduct is subject
to criminal action and fine. Confine your animal inside a fence,
or on a chain or leash, or keep it inside. The complaint is
indicated below:

Animal Control Certification--100 hours (twelve days)
March 29-April 9 and September 13-24

Euthanasia Technician Program--25 hours (three days)
April 19-21 and September 27-29
In February, a special Animal Control Certification program will
be held at Peninsula Humane Society's Humane Education Center in
San Mateo, CA. This session is filled, but there may be
cancellations. If you're interested in attending, write to
HSUS's West Coast Regional Office, 1713 J St. , Suite 305, Sacramento,
CA 95814. You will be notified if space becomes available.
Academy Director Hurt "Bill" Smith will also bring a training
program to your location. He has provided training for dog
wardens in Tennessee through an agreement with the state health
department, and he has conducted short training programs for
animal agencies throughout the country.

For complete details about the above programs, write HSUS Animal
Control Academy, 4831 Springhill Dr., Tuscaloosa, AL 35405.

Vaccine program
�
�

10/SHEL�EB SENSE/DEC '81

The Florida Supreme Court voted unanimously to uphold a.n animal
cruelty conviction of an Orlando man for the mutilation and
killing of a raccoon. The Orange County Public Defenders Office,
which defended the man, pursued the case to the supreme court,
attempting to get the state animal cruelty law declared
unconstitutional because of the broad meaning of its language.
The Court refused--and the man remains sentenced to six months
in jail, one year of supervised probation and a fine of $200 plus
court costs. (Orlando Humane Society, 616 Barry St. , Orlando,
FL 32808)
The Santa Cruz County Animal Shelter (2200 7th St., Santa Cruz,
CA 95062) has a vaccination program for adoptable incoming
animals that is paid for through donations. Volunteer Dorothy
Welch solicited a contribution of $150 to pay for the initial
supply of cat vaccine. When people adopt the inoculated cats,
they are told their new pets' vaccinations were paid for by
private donations and they are asked to contribute to the fund.
Welch says that with a little persuasiveness on the part of the
adoption staff, enough money has been collected from adopters to
continue the program.
A special donation from another concerned �ers�n start�d u� a
similar program for puppies. The inoculation informa�ion is
written on the animals' neck bands and entered on their records,
so the second shot can be given at the proper time.

1.

Allowing dog to run at large.

2.

Dog has damaged shrubbery and landscaping.

3.

Dog is turning over garbage cans and scattering garbage.

4.

Allowing female in heat to run at large.

5.

Dog is not wearing rabies tag and therefore assumed to
be unvaccinated for rabies. All dogs within the City
of Marshall are required to be properly tagged by the
vaccinating veterinarian.

6.

The basic fee for field training is $125 per day plus Bill's
expenses (since the training program is designed to meet your
specific needs, the charge may vary if more materials are needed. )

Cruelty
conviction
upheld

The city of Marshall, TX (Marshall Animal Shelter, 603 E. End
Blvd. South, Marshall, TX 75670) has written and printed a series
of form letters about the most common problems their animal
control officers handle. The letters can be mailed or left at
the location. The form letter about dogs running at large begins:

Dog is creating excessive noise.

7.

Dog attacking or annoying passer-by on public street or
walk.

B.

Dog has become a general neighborhood nuisance.

9.

Other:

This letter then explains that a dog staying at the residence
legally belongs to the person and that a citation will be filed
if the dog continues to run at large.

Another form letter is used to respond to complaints about stray
dogs. It is important for animal agencies to assure complaining
parties that their problems are being looked into--this increases
the public's confidence in the agency and encourages more public
cooperation with agency programs.
New members for
humane societies?

People in the dairy and livestock industries are being advised to
"work within their own local humane societies and with the
general public to be certain that facts, not fiction and emotion,
are being distributed as they relate to the modern production of
today's food products. "

The executive director of the Wisconsin Agri-Business Council,
Inc. , included this advice in an article in Hoard's Dairyman, a
semi-monthly publication. The comment came in response to
efforts by Dr. Michael Fox of HSUS's Institute for the Study of
Animal Problems to bring about more. humane methods of raising
and slaughtering food animals.
We're not sure if this means that humane societies will get lots
of new members in the form of d�jry and cattle producers -- but
if you'd like the facts on food animal production from Dr. Fox,
send $1 to HSUS at 2100 L St. , NW, Washington, DC 20037, and
request a copy of our 40-page booklet, Factory Farming.
Continued on next page

Classifieds can
help adoptions

According to a study conducted by the Newspaper Advertising
Bureau, 50% of people buying pets consult newspaper classified
advertisements before they buy. The majority of the people
looking at ads for pets follow up with a phone call or visit to
the seller. The study also showed that 86% of the people who buy
pets through classifieds are definitely planning to buy pets when
they look at the ad -- they are already "thinking pets" and are
not impulse buyers.

Fund raisers
from England

In a recent issue of RSPCA Today, England's Royal Society for the
Prevention of Cruelty to Animals mentioned fund-raising events
that proved successful for some of its local branches:
Sponsored dog walks, where walkers get other persons to contribute
a certain amount of money per mile walked. This requires
provisions to protect participating animals and stations where
walkers can have their mileage verified.
Sponsored litter collection, collecting litter from picnic spots,
beaches and other recreation or beauty spots. Volunteers are
sponsored for payment per regulation plastic bagful. The RSPCA
branch suggesting this idea made money for their Oil Pollution
Fund, to pay for the treatment of sea-birds harmed by oil slicks.
Sponsored "knit-ins, " an unusual idea that became quite profitable
for one branch. Participants are sponsored for the number of
knitted squares of an agreed size that they can produce during a
session. The squares can be made into pet blankets and sold.
Refreshments and background music make the knit-in a special event.

Cruelty conviction

At the Humane Society of Rochester & Monroe County, Inc. (99
Victor Rd. , Fairport, NY 14450), Chief Investigator Ronald Storm
received a call about four one-day-old puppies that had been
found in a garbage dumpster. A three-day investigation by Storm
led to the arrest of an area woman for animal abandonment. The
puppies' mother was located and the family reunited.
The woman was convicted of cruelty to animals and fined $250
with a three-year probation. Although there were no eyewitnesses,
the woman did admit that the pups were hers. She said she thought
they were dead when she put them in the dumpster. Fortunately,
the judge did not believe her.

This means that your shelter should advertise adoptable pets in
the classifieds. Invite people to come to your shelter to get
acquainted with your adoption requirements and have an interview
with your adoption staff. If you are a humane group without a
shelter, you can advertise the adoptable animals at the animal
control facility. One of your regular donors may be willing to
pay for advertising for a year as a special gift.

The Fox Valley Animal Welfare League, Inc. (PO Box 856, Aurora,
IL 60507) got good results from a half-page advertisement in a
bi-weekly newspaper that covers the rural communities not served
by the larger papers in the area. The ad included a touching
story about a rescued dog, a Reproducible from SHELTER SENSE and
a membership coupon.

Two are better
than one

Many potential adopters who come to your shelter may not realize
how beneficial two pets in the household can be. Here is
information on the two-pet household provided by Dr. Michael Fox
of HSUS's Institute for the Study of Animal Problems.

Two pets will play vigorous games together, providing good
exercise and entertainment for each other and possibly increasing
their life span. Their mutual grooming is practical and healthy
-- it's been shown that the heart rate of the animal being
groomed goes down, providing relaxation.

Such problems as excessive barking, tearing up furniture and
becoming un-housebroken are often caused by boredom. A second
animal in the household can prevent them. If the pet has to be
left in a kennel or at home alone while the owner is traveling,
a second pet can greatly relieve the stress of the owner's absence.
Adopters should know that it is normal in a two-pet household for
one to be dominant. They should ensure that the submissive pet
is getting its food and is not being harmed by the dominant one.
The owner should never take sides but should give each pet equal
attention. If there's a fight, it should be broken up calmly
and each pet told "no!" After about 15 minutes, the owner should
"make up" with each pet.
Animals of the opposite sex will generally get along better -
but they must be neutered! Also, having three animals is not
recommended -- two might gang up on the third.

Elderly allowed
pets
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California has a new state law that permits elderly people living
in public housing to own up to two pets. "Pet" is specifically
defined as dog, cat, bird or aquarium.

The law allows the housing facility to make reasonable regulations
for controlling the pets in common areas of the building and to
remove pets that are causing a nuisance or hazard. More than
20, 000 California residents signed petitions in favor of the bill.

"Heat Kills" sign
successful
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Last summer, Mercer County Humane Society, Inc. (PO Box 1392,
Bluefield, WV 24701) had a sign professionally made to warn the
community about the danger of leaving pets or children in cars
during warm weather. The group.had 60 copies of the metal sign
made (at a cost of $30 each) and placed them in shopping malls,
hospital areas, grocery and supermarket parking lots and other
locations.

Executive Director Kitty Wooldridge reports that the signs
resulted in a decrease in the number of calls the society
received about animals being left in parked cars. Many residents
have also made favorable comments about the sign.

It's not too soon to begin planning your "Heat Kills" campaign
for next summer.
Cat hater is
cat lover

The New York Times says that Skip Morrow, author of the best
selling The Official I Hate Cats Book and The Second Official I
Hate Cats Book, really likes cats. The Times reports that the
Humane Society of New York supplied three kittens to be raffled
off at a bookstore where Morrow was signing autographs. Amid
much laughter, Morrow was named as one of the winners. He picked
up his kitten the following day and took it to his home in Vermont.

We could comment
on animals being
could comment on
we'll leave that

on the "Hate Cats" books -- or we could comment
raffled off instead of properly adopted -- or we
pet give-aways being used for publicity --but
to you.
Continued on next page
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Vehicle donated

Los Angeles County Department of Animal Care and Control (11258
S . Garfield, Downey, CA 9024 2) has a new mobile rescue command
post, thanks to a local camper dealer and a generous county
resident.

When Ruth Lang offered to buy a rescue vehicle in memory of her
husband, the county began searching for the right vehicle.
Meanwhile, Herb Kutcher of 4-K Kampers had modified a trailer for
transporting show dogs, but the customer decided not to buy.
When Kutcher learned about Mrs. Lang's offer, he offered to sell
the unit to the Department at a loss .

The 35-foot mobile command post is pulled by a 16-foot rescue rig
that can be separated and driven away once it has delivered the
command post to the emergency scene . The command post has a
radio for dispatching officers, cabinets for supplies, a tub for
burn victims, and cages. The rescue rig has lifting straps and
other hardware .
Thanks to two concerned and generous private citizens, the
department will now increase its effectiveness in rescuing pets
and livestock from the fires and floods that often plague the
county.

Mug shots

For the cost of 20¢ a photo, the Elm-Brook Humane Society, Inc.
(PO Box 172, Brookfield , WI 53005) takes a "mug shot" of each
incoming dog to attach to the animal ' s permanent file . Staff
member Patti Trudgeon says the photos are very useful for the
small shelter. Photos refresh shelter workers' memories about
particular animals when questions come up. Also, stray animals
received can be checked against the file photos to see if they ' ve
been at the shelter before.

Ordinance upheld

The Illinois Appellate Court has upheld the constitutionality of
a village ordinance prohibiting the keeping of more than two dogs
in a single family residence according to the Chicago Tribune .
The opinion stated that "The village could reasonably anticipate
that a limitation on the number of dogs which may be maintained
was necessary for the protection of the health and safety of the
community. .. " •

Just
Wright
Something
for you,
something for us

Rescue team leader Ed
Cooper checks unit;
at right, unit at
dedication ceremony.
It's raining
veterinarians

Run for the
animals

Gaines Dog Research Center reports that the number of
veterinarians in the US has almost doubled in the last 25 years.
A recent analysis of the American Veterinary Medical Association's
records shows there are about 35, 500 active veterinarians, with
three out of four of these in private practice. More than 12, 000
are in small animal practice exclusively.

Awards were presented by Olympic gold medalist and track star
Bob Seagren, whose father is a society supporter. Seagren
represents Puma Enterprises, which donated sports equipment as
awards. Seagren's brother owns a T-shirt company and printed
the T-shirts for the run .

have a holiday surprise gift for you. SHELTER SENSE will
publish 10 issues a year beginning in 1 982 - once each month
with one issue for July-August and one for December-January .
Best of all, the price will stay the same - $5.

We've reached an amicable agreement with our in-house computer,
which means that your subscriptions will be changed to the new
schedule automatically. If you paid for one year, you'll still
get one year of issues - and that includes all the new issues
published between now and the time your subscription expires .
You will get more pages of information than you would have with
the old schedule.

SHELTER SENSE is by no means a moneymaker for The HSUS. Your $5
does help offset the production costs . However, your reactions .
to SHELTER SENSE tell us our publication is meeting a need for
information in the animal sheltering and control field. Because
we are affecting the lives of so many animals, The HSUS has
happily increased its financial support to make the publication
of more issues possible .

Now for the "something for us . " Many of you received with your
renewal notices a survey we prepared to determine how SHELTER
SENSE could be improved . The results indicate we're on the right
track and that a 10-issue schedule will be welcomed by all our
readers.

The Humane Society of Pomona Valley, Inc. (500 Humane Way, Pomona,
CA 91766) got excellent public relations value from a "Run for
the Animals, " co-hosted with the Pomona Fireman's Association.
The run took place during "Be Kind to Animals" Week in May, but
the planning began the previous October.
Runners were charged an entry fee to run and also had the
opportunity to purchase special T-shirts and to buy pancake
breakfasts. Fliers announcing the run were printed courtesy of
a local bank and d istributed at sporting goods stores, athletic
shoe stores, schools and other locations. Press releases were
issued also.
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by Phyllis Wright

I

We were particularly interested to find that you think the
exchange of ideas between shelters and organizations is one of
the most important parts of SHELTER SENSE. But many of you have
also told us you are reluctant to send in your own success
stories because you don't think they will be oi any interest.

Wright is director
of animal sheltering
and control for HSUS.

In fact, some of the best ideas we've seen have come from people
who said, "This may not be worth anything but. . . . " To encourage
you to participate in the exchange of ideas SHELTER SENSE offers,
we've provided the form on page 16 to help you organize your
information. If you've held an event or conducted a program or
done anything that's brought you a little closer to solving the
animal problems in your town, we want to know about it. You'll
be helping animal agencies all over the country by sharing your
experiences.
Continued on next page
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(Just Wright
begi ns on pg . 1 5.)

You don ' t have to
fill i n your name
and address if you
send in this whole
page wi th your
address label below .
We would like to
have your phone
number in case we
need to call you
with questions .

YES, we did a goo d job and we're proud of it !
Name
Organi zation

----------------------

Address

-------------- Telephone
Our success story is about:

fund raising and/or public relations
animal care and handling
law enforcement
other

shelter management
adoptions
humane education

Here's how it worked What we did:

How we did it:

When we did it:
What the problems were :
What the results were:
What mistakes we made:
(__ Check here if you've enclosed a black and white photo. ) •
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